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Executive Directors View Point 

As we all know, the beginning of the season was off to an unusually slow start. For the 

first time in over a decade Whiteface and Gore were unable to open due to the unsea-

sonably warm temperatures. On the bright side the water ski season was extended 

into late fall! However, on the dark side some early season training camps and events 

were cancelled or postponed. 

As the season progressed and snowmaking temperatures prevailed, events and activi-

ties commenced in all disciplines at venues which had excellent overall conditions. 

At Whiteface, the season kicked off with the Northwood and National Sports Academy Alumni Races, fol-

lowed by the Hovey Memorial Race in which nearly 200 racers participated ranging in ages from 7-14. To 

kick it up a notch, the (FIS) Saint Lawrence University Carnival Races were held the following weekend, and 

featured a great field of male and female racers. A few days later the popular Clarkson Collegiate Races con-

tinued to keep the NYSEF coaches and crews hard at work. At Gore additional races were successfully held 

including  J1-2 and J4 races in addition to a J4 speed camp. The  Albany Ski Club Race also took place. 

 In the Freeride world the first ever  Boarder/Ski  X Competition at Gore kept the fans on their toes as a 

healthy number of participants took part. At Whiteface Slopestyle Events, including a Rev Tour Competition, 

have kept the terrain parks busy. NYSEF  Freeride Competitors have been coming and going to a variety of 

events across the nation. 

On the Nordic side things continued to hop as events in both Ski Jumping and XC Skiing got off to a sensa-

tional start. For the first time in a number of years the 120 meter jump was prepared giving NYSEF and ski 

jumpers from around the nation an opportunity to take their first flight on the 120m jump, and/or increase 

their personal best.  Jumps of over 400ô were recorded by some of the more experienced flyers.  An introduc-

tory program for jumpers of all ages was initiated, and continues to draw a healthy number of participants 

into this weekly program.  

A special congratulations to NYSEF Ski Jumpers, Andrew Bliss, Cooper Dodds, Peter Frenette, and Nina 

Lussi  who were chosen for  the 2010 World Jr Championship Team. 

On an equal basis the XC Ski action at the Olympic Sports Complex  has been impressive. The St. Lawrence 

Carnival Races and the Harry Eldridge Memorial races were well attended and flawlessly conducted with 

fabulous conditions under  the direction of the NYSEF Nordic staff. Simultaneously, well guided youth pro-

grams continue to flourish.  

 

 

Letter from the Executive 

Director  



I offer my congratulations and thanks to the entire NYSEF  staff  for your 

hard work and dedication in making our programs and events a success. 

NYSEF is fortunate to have such a dedicated and skilled group of individuals 

within your respective areas. Your commitment and leadership has certainly 

contributed in some way to the fact that seven of our former NYSEF athletes 

will be competing in the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games accordingly:  

Nick Alexander ï Ski Jumping   

Lowell Bailey ï Biathlon  

Tim Burke ï Biathlon  

Bill Demong ï Nordic Combined  

Peter Frenette ï Ski Jumping  

Haley Johnson ï Biathlon  

Andrew Weibrecht ï Alpine Skiing.  

We would also like to congratulate our World Junior Ski Jumping Team 

Members who competed in Germany recently; and Andrew Bliss who has 

been chosen to forerun the Olympic Ski Jumping events at Vancouver.  

Andrew Bliss 

Peter Frenette 

Nina Lussi 

Cooper Dodds 

Best Wishes, 

-Jay Rand  
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